Newsletter No. 5

Sanson’s Slate
Welcome to Week 10! At Denison State School we are in the
business of student success. Over the last few weeks as
assessments have been completed in classrooms I have had a
number of students in my office sharing their great work. Listening
to students talking to me about what they are doing and how they
believe in themselves to be successful affirms the work that we are
doing collectively in the application of our Values in the pursuit of
our Vision.
2021 P&C Executive
On behalf of all of the students and staff, Thank you for your great
contribution to our school fundraising. Their work has assisted the
school in the provision of play and eating spaces, effective
swimming lessons, streamlined student resource scheme and
work towards achieving our vision for school improvement. Their
feedback on policies and procedures that operate in the school to
ensure that we continue to improve the service that we provide for
children and their families. Our 2021 P&C Executive is:
President – Mrs Charlene Cope
Vice President – Mrs Stevie Eversham
Secretary – Mrs Michelle Goodwin
Treasurer – Mrs Melanie Mackay
Welcome to the new P&C Executive for 2021. I am
looking forward to building on the success of 2020.

Denison State School Uniform
A big thank you to parents and carers who ensured that hair
accessories are in school colours and that students are coming to
school in school uniform that reflects our Uniform Policy. Please
remember that nail polish is not to be worn at school. Our Uniform
Policy is agreed on and supported by the P&C. The Uniform
Policy can be found on Page 19 of the Parent Handbook. Thank
you for supporting our school uniform.
Keep a watch on our school these holidays
Parents and students can help take care of our school by reporting
any suspicious after-hours activity to School Watch on 13 17 88.
By keeping an eye out we can work together to create a safer
school community and help to reduce vandalism, theft and arson in
our school.
If you see something suspicious, please don’t intervene. Call the
School Watch number and let the local police or State Government
Protective Security Service deal with the matter.
A Great First Term
With only a number of school days to go, I would like to say thanks
to everyone for a great start to the 2021 school year. You have
certainly made our new staff and
families feel very welcome in the
Denison State School family.

Monday 29th March 2021

From the Deputy’s Desk
NAPLAN online will be taking place in weeks 4 and 5 in term 2.
If your child is years 3 or 5 they will be beginning some
readiness activities in classes, including a practice test. These
activities are to familiarise students with the testing environment.
If your child is absent during one or more of the days the
NAPLAN assessment is scheduled, we have make-up sessions
when they can make up the test. At the back of the newsletter is
an information brochure that provides some information on
NAPLAN.
Term 2
Week 4

Session 1
9am to 10am

Monday
10th May

NAPLAN preparation

Tuesday
11th May

Y3
Writing in classrooms
Y5
Writing in classrooms
(5A & 5B) and lab (5C)

Wednesday
12th May

Y3
Reading in classrooms
(3A & 3B) & lab (3C)

Y5
Reading in classrooms
(5A & 5B) and lab (5C)

Thursday
13th May

Y3
Conventions of Language in
classrooms
(3A & 3B)and lab (3C)

Y5
Conventions of language in
classrooms
(5A & 5B) and lab (5C)

Friday
14th May

Y3
Numeracy in classrooms
(3A & 3B) & lab (3C)

Y5
Numeracy in classrooms
(5A & 5B) and lab (5C)

Term 2
Week 5
Monday
17th May
Tuesday
18th May

Session 1
9am to 10am
Catch-up (computer lab)
Catch up (Computer lab)

Brooke Andrews
Deputy Principal

Week 7
Class Attendance
Award - 5A

Please have a safe and relaxing break
and we welcome everyone back on
Monday 19th of April.
Troy Sanson
Principal

Student Resource Fees are now
OVERDUE
Please see the office for payment.

Session 2
12pm to 1pm

Week 8
Class Attendance
Award - 2B

Date Claimers
31st March
1st April
19th April
23rd April
26th April
6th to 8th May
7th May
10th to 14th May

Denison 4-6 Swimming Carnival
Last Day of Term 1
First Day of Term 2
ANZAC Ceremony following parade
ANZAC Day public holiday
Festival of Bands
Mother ‘s Day Choir performance
NAPLAN

Classroom Bulletin
Prep
Haileigh Childs, Jade Wearne, Holly Swan and
Mikayla Hood
Congratulations Preppies and Parents on completing your first
term of Prep! An incredible achievement. We are very thankful for
the productive term we have had with all our students. Keep an
eye out for their portfolios which will be handed out on the last day
of school. These provide an opportunity for you to see what your
child has been learning over the term. Thank you to everyone who
attended Parent Teacher Interviews. We loved checking in with
you about your child’s learning. As always, if you have
any questions or concerns please see or email your
teacher as needed throughout the term. In this last
week, we have a retile presentation on Tuesday and
Wednesday and will be finishing up all of our units for
the term. We wish you all a happy and restful holiday
and look forward to seeing you all refreshed and ready
for Term 2.

Year 1
Simone Bourne, Teana Harvey, Kylie Pickering, and
Kristy Farley
Thank you to those parents who attended interviews. Just a
friendly reminder that homework folders should be returned to
school every day. This assists notices being sent between home
and school. Spelling words should be practised every day along
with reading and sight words. We change readers each week. If
your child has a home reader that is too hard, use it to practise
decoding tricky words with known reading strategies or read it to
them. If your child has a home reader that is too
easy, use it to practise verbal retells and to
answer comprehension questions. Home readers
should not be a stressful experience, enjoy the
story or new information.

Class 1/2 D
Brooke Kropp
How fast this term has flown by. This Thursday we say
goodbye to Miss Fleming who has completed her last
Practical Experience. We have loved having Miss
Fleming in our classroom over the last six weeks. We will miss
you! The children have been super busy over the past two weeks
completing English, Maths and Science assessments. It has been
amazing seeing the children use the knowledge learnt this term
and the learning walls to complete their assessments. Don't forget
your child's Holiday Hat for Parade this Thursday. Enjoy the last
week of school for Term 1 and have a relaxing school holiday. I
can't wait to hear all the children's stories on their return to school
in Term 2.

Year 2
Rebecca Anderson, Nikita Maiden and Sam Hibble
Well it seems the end of the term is here already! Students have
begun getting their Term 1 work samples together which will be
displayed in their Portfolios. Please double check you have sent
your students folio back as it is important to showcase and
celebrate their hard work. During English lessons we have recently
finished our Procedural texts and have moved on to our next unit
which involves comparing characters from
similar stories. Students have worked extremely
hard on their assessments and we are very
proud of their achievements. Have a safe and
happy holiday!

Year 6
Shelley Whittaker, Sarah Bailey and Ashleigh Kvapil
Wow! Week 10 is upon us and we are on the countdown to
chocolate and family time! This week, we will be finalising
assessments and putting together our portfolios. If your child
doesn’t have a portfolio, please send one to school with them or
purchase one from the Denison office. The portfolio is a great
sample of work showcasing the amazing and hard work we have
completed over the term!

Year 4
Jane McColl, Sarah Rogers and Pauline Dunn
One more busy week to go before term 1 is over. Being
near the end of term, it is a very busy time for students
and teachers alike, with assessment items being
completed and marking finalised. A lot of fantastic learning has
been, and is still being, achieved by the Year 4’s this term. Parent
teacher interviews will conclude this week. It has been great to
meet with you and to have some informative conversations about
your children. It is always great to see the support you are giving
your children. This week, on Wednesday, is the swimming
carnival and we look forward to having a fun day at the town
pool. By now all students should have brought a portfolio book to
class so we can put samples of work into these for students to
take home for the holidays. We would then appreciate these back
early in the new term, otherwise they can get mislaid. We wish all
students and their families the very best over the Easter Holiday
period.

Class 3/4 D
Lisa McHugh and Lisa Berry
Only one more week to go and we can have a well-deserved rest!
All students in 3/4D should be very proud of the hard work they
have been putting into completing their Term 1 assessment.
Just a few reminders for this week: 1 - There are no library lessons
this week so students are able to keep their borrowed books over
the holidays and return them in Week 1 of next term. 2. The 4-6
swimming carnival is all day Wednesday. All students in 3/4D are
required to attend. Students will need to wear their swimmers to
school and bring anything else they may need for a whole day
spent at the pool in their backpack, including an appropriate
packed lunch (students will not be able to purchase food from the
pool).3. Some students still do not have portfolios so please try to
bring these in so we have something in which to
present all their wonderful work from this term. Have
a safe and relaxing break.

Year 5
Emma Smith, Kayla Mitchell, Rachael
Williamson and Mandi Hair
It is hard to believe we have reached the end of Term 1. It has
been a busy Term, settling back into the school year with new
teachers and new class mates. Students are continuing to demonstrate their understanding of the school rules and expectations.
Please remind students, their Denison school hat is required at
school everyday, as well as a water bottle to keep hydrated during
this warm time of year. Wednesday week 10, is the year 4 to 6
annual swimming carnival. Students have been practicing different
swimming techniques with Miss L every week for the last 7 weeks
to get ready for this carnival. Have a happy and safe Easter and
we look forward to seeing you all again after the school holidays.

Year 3
Diane Waine-Barclay, Robert Allen and Kandos
Dewhurst
What a busy term we have had! We have written procedures,
based on an event in Charlotte’s Web, learnt different strategies to
add and subtract, collected data, discovered observable features
of living things and investigated commemorations and
celebrations, to name a few things. We are continuing our English
this term by reading, comprehending and writing persuasive texts.
Coming up in the final week of the term is the Deadly Creatures
presentation. If you haven’t already done so, please send the
permission note and money in
as soon as possible. Thank
you to parents/guardians for
attending the parent/teacher
meetings recently. Thank you
to Mrs Baker, who has worked
tirelessly in 3A for the term, on
her final year placement for
university.

Awards for
the week ending

Awards for
the week ending

19th March 2021

26th March 2021

Elizabeth

Your excellent responses in your English assessment. You identified a
like and dislike and made connections from your life to events in the
text. Well done!

Prep B

Prep A

Cooper

Being an awesome classroom helper this week. You are always
willing to assist your teacher and peers without being asked.

Stella

Your beautiful writing. Your writing showed how hard you have been
working. I love that you used a capital letter and full stop in your work
and all your letters were the same size.

Prep B

Justin

The amazing effort you put into your topic talk. Your collage gave us
some great information on healthy eating and you were able to
present confidently in front of the class.

Prep C

Tyla

Her happy and enthusiastic attitude towards all aspects of her class
work. Tyla you’re a superstar!!

Prep C

Desmond

His amazing reading and writing this term. You have put 100% effort
into your work and I love your, “Give it a go” attitude.

Prep D

Harper

Your amazing number knowledge. You make connections between
number names, numerals and represent numbers as quantities.

Prep D

Archer

Always trying your best. You have shown commitment and
persistence towards all areas of learning. Keep up the good work!

1A

Corbin

Fantastic reading! Your retell ability and comprehension answers
show me you are reading well.

1A

Ryker

Your enthusiasm towards learning and your contributions towards
our class discussions.

1B

Connor

Your amazing results in your English and Maths assessments.

1B

William

1C

Sofia

Your effort and persistence during assessment tasks this week has
been amazing.

The amazing math skills you have shown this week. The effort you put
into learning is fantastic.

1C

Naila

1/2D

Braxton

The improved confidence you are showing towards all tasks asked of
you. Brax, I am proud of you and what you’re achieving so far this
year.

Your wonderful sentence writing. You are using your sound
knowledge to have a go at tricky words.

1/2D

Jack

His positive attitude and effort to improve his writing.

2A

Mahli

Trying your absolute best at everything you do. Your ‘give it a go’
attitude is infectious. Well done Mahli.

2A

Koby

Trying your absolute best this week to improve your writing. You are
listening to feedback and applying this to your work.

2B

Ezra

Your excellent listening skills in class and for always trying your best.
You are a pleasure to teach!

2B

2C

Franzelle

Your tremendous comparative sentences. You use appropriate
adjectives and conjunctions when comparing characters.

2C

Luca

The support you give your classmates. This week you shared your
knowledge with a peer and helped them in their learning.

3A

Hollie

Your continued contributions to class discussions and group work.
You are always kind and helpful to others.

3A

Archie

Your continued contribution to all class discussions. You also apply
yourself to all set tasks to a high standard.

3B

Rachel

Your well constructed and informative timeline about the history of
Australia.

3B

3C

Louise

Being focussed on your learning and completing set tasks neatly and
accurately. Thank you!

Prep A

3/4D
4A

4B

Your improved reading skills. You are using your strategies well and
reading with expression.

Your mental maths abilities. Not only are you engaging in class
discussions, but you are answering some tricky maths questions.

The positive learning behaviours you display in all subjects everyday.
Your dedication to learning and enthusiasm for learning make you a
fabulous role model.

3C

Sam

Outstanding behaviour choices you have made while your teacher
was away. Thank you for modelling for your classmates our school
and class expectations.

3/4D

Sterling

Lohith

The effort you put into your homework each week. You are learning
your spelling words and math facts thoroughly because of this effort.

Amazing effort and participation with our ‘time’ lessons and
assessment. I am proud of you.

4A

Tilly

Stirling

The great things you have achieved this week! Amazing results on
your English assessment, running 2 laps of the school for cross
country and making your teacher proud of how independent you are
becoming.

Your concise reading skills. You read clearly, with great expression
and show you comprehend the text to a very high standard.

4B

Jessica

Continually trying your best in class. Your efforts do not go
unnoticed.

4C

Blake

Your great results and growing confidence in maths. You are
working hard and applying what you are learning. You are an A+
maths superstar.

Oliver

Your outstanding effort on your English assessment. You used great
descriptive language and detail that made me want to keep reading!

4C
5A

Aaliyah

Persevering in all math tasks, despite some challenging new
concepts.

5A

Ruby

Being a helpful and kind class member all the time. You are a role
model student.

5B

Dilyn

Your outstanding Cross Country run. It was amazing to watch your
grit and determination as you motored around the course. You are a
true Speedy Gonzales.

5B

Bronx

Your amazing work during our maths inquiry. I am very proud of the
way you conducted yourself. Keep up the awesome work.

Mia

The positive attitude you bring to the classroom. You are a studious
class member of 5C who always puts in 110% effort into your class
tasks! You are a great role model in and out of the classroom!

5C

Nayte

Nayte’s outstanding effort during math lessons. Nayte, your
bookwork presentation is of a high standard.

6A

Andrew

Scarlett

Her willingness to selflessly assist her peers in our classroom. Thank
you. I appreciate you!

In recognition of a unique geometrically designed Mandala in Art
class. Very creative, well done!

6B

Jaxon

The amount of effort you have been putting into your assessment
tasks. I am so proud! Keep it up Jaxon!

6B

Mackenzie

Your outstanding ability to work well in group and partner activities.
You allow other members to contribute and ensure everyone is on
task.

6C

Daniel

Your engaging short story and suspenseful comic. You have
captivated the whole class with your creativity and extraordinary
imagination. You’re a star!!

6C

Ella-Grace

Putting 100% effort into all of her assessment tasks and for being a
kind, helpful, supportive and encouraging class member.

5C
6A

PERFORMING ARTS
SHEP - Rockhampton will host 366 young musicians during
March. Queensland Conservatorium Griffith University, in
partnership with North Rockhampton State High School, will
bring together 366 young musicians, from 49 schools during
two State Honours Ensemble Programs (SHEP) occurring in
Rockhampton during March 2021.
Presented by Open
Conservatorium these programs give secondary and middle
school students the opportunity to participate in two and a half
days of intensive music-making, culminating in concerts on
the Sunday of each. SHEP Middle School - Rockhampton
(years 5 to 9), from Friday 26 to Sunday 28 March, involves
211 middle school students from 42 schools; conducted by
Rachel Howley (Wind Ensemble), Lisa Stevenson (String
Ensemble) and Daniel Crump (Vocal Ensemble).
The following students will be representing Denison State
School and the CQ region for Percussion – Talan and Vocal
- Brey, Alilia, Ruby, Stephanie, Isabella, Maddison, Charlie,
Chloe and Mia. Well done to the accepted students!

There will be some changes to our library timetable for next term.
The new timetable is included here and it would be great if you
could ensure that your child has their library book and library bag
at school on their library day.
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1A, 1B,
Prep C,
Prep D, 1/2

5A, 5B, 5C,
6A, 6B,6C,
Prep A, 3/4

2A, 2B, 2C,
1C, Prep B

3B, 4A,
4C

3A, 3C,
4B

We wish all of our Denison families a happy and safe holiday with
lots of time for reading and relaxation and look forward to seeing
our students back in the library in Term 2.

Deno Readers
Gumnut

Lewys, Harlan, Ari, River, Ruby,
Georgia, Autumn

Possum

Layla

Sunflower

Lexie, Amity

Gem Fossicker

Dexter Luther

Red Claw

Aydin

Governor William Denison Maci, Jaxon

ABSENT TEXT ….
All absences are to be sent to the school via
SMS—0426 305 726
This is the only site directly checked by admin.
Please no phone or email absences. Thank you.

Festival of Bands - From Thursday May 6, 2021 – Saturday
May 8, 2021, Central Highlands musicians and vocalists have
the opportunity to participate in intensive band and choir
workshops led by the vocal group In the Mood Four, along
with band conductor Peter Morris and choral director Nicole
Thompson. The workshops are open to all musicians
regardless of ability levels with several different bands and
choirs on offer. Musicians participating in the workshops will
need to be available to attend all the scheduled rehearsals at
Marist College Emerald and/or the Emerald Town Hall for their
allocated band and/or choir in addition to the performance on
the Saturday night. See next page for session date, time and
location information. 60 Denison Students are participating
and I can’t wait for this opportunity for the students!
Finally, families from New Zealand, please rehearse the first
English and Maori verse and chorus of ‘God Defend New
Zealand’ with your children, if you can. The Denison students
from New Zealand have been given the
anthem’s lyrics and will be rehearsing with
me in preparation for our upcoming ANZAC
day ceremony on Friday, 23rd April. Please
feel free to join them if you can attend.
Yours in The Performing Arts and
Denison SS talent, Monique Podolak

Annual Interhouse Swimming Carnival Years 4-6
All students will need a packed lunch, water bottle, hat and a
smile!

Denison 4-6 Swimming Carnival
Wednesday March 31st
ED and CH trial Results
CH Rugby League- congratulations to Pacey for his selection into
the CH Rugby League team. We wish him well at the CAP trials!
ED Soccer trials- congratulations to Isaiah, Sebastiaan, Xander
and Tayah for their selection into the ED Soccer team. We wish
them well at the CH trials!
ED Cross country trials- congratulations to Josie, Seth, Pacey,
Zac, Lani and Tayah for their selection into the ED Cross country
team. CH trials!
ED Touch Football trials – congratulations to Pacey and EllaGrace for their selection into the ED Touch team. We wish them
well at the CH trials!
CROSS COUNTRY RESULTS 9yrs-12yrs
SAPPHIRE-393 points , RUBY-348 points, TOPAZ- 295 points
The weather was super cool last week for our annual 9yrs -12yrs
School Cross Country event. Well done to all the students who
participated in the running event this year and special
congratulations to those that placed in our top 5.
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9 YEARS GIRLS
Elliana
Bailee
Ella
Lara
Angel
10 YEARS GIRLS
Lani
Josie
Dilyn
Mia
Tilly
11 YEARS GIRLS
Brey
Taylah
Mia
Litia
Summah
12 YEARS GIRLS
Tayah
Ella-Grave
Lailah
Maya
Isobell
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3
4
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3
4
5

9 YEARS BOYS
Archie
Dustin
Jake
Kaden
Kobie
10 YEARS BOYS
Seth
Daniel
Beau
Harlan
Sammuel
11 YEARS BOYS
Lachlan
Pacey
Zac
Lachlan
Jack
12 YEARS BOYS
Nyle
Isaiah
Ryan
Nathaniel
Henry

Prep - Year 3 Fun Run Results
A fabulous effort by our wonderful and colourful junior school
students as they ran like the wind with their big smiles for the Fun
Run!
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2A GIRLS
Alyssa
Stella
Maci
2 B GIRLS
Piper
Jersey
Ivy
2 C GIRLS
Aliah
Sophie
Violet

1
2
3

1
2
3
1
2
3

2 A BOYS
Tyler
Max
Ted
2 B BOYS
Max
Jackson
Numea
2 C BOYS
Dylan
Xander
Logan

Denison will be holding our annual Interhouse Swimming Carnival
for years 4-6 on Wednesday 31st March week 10 at the Emerald
Aquatic Centre. The carnival will be held in the 50m pool
commencing at 9am-2.15pm. This event provides an opportunity
for students to have some fun representing their sports house with
their fellow team mates and to show their swimming skills. It will
be the last swimming carnival for the year 6 students at Denison
so we encourage all students to participate and make it a great
day! All students are expected to attend as if it is a normal school
day. Students will take to the water to battle it out for the various
Age Champion Medallions, the Best Supporting and
Decorated House Shield and the Overall House Champion
Shield. Presentation of awards will be made at the pool before the
buses depart back to school in time to catch early buses as per
normal routine. Students will be taken to and from the pool by
Emerald Coaches. Buses will be departing the school at 8.50am
for the pool and returning from the pool leaving at approximately
2.15pm. It is required that students attend with their class group
and travel in the buses as organised. Students are not permitted
to ride their bikes to and from the pool for this event.
Parent helpers needed at the swimming carnival.
Any parents / carers who would like to offer help at the carnival
please see Miss L or give your names to the ladies in the office.
We always have lots of jobs that need doing and really need your
support.
TERM 1 UPCOMING SPORTS TRIAL DATES 2021
CH Soccer – March 30th
CH Touch Football – May 5th
Remember to be active every day! Miss L

POSITION VACANT - RELIEF CLEANER
31.25 HRS PER WEEK (PLUS AD0)
COMMENCING 4 May 2021 until 15 June 2022

Applications are invited for the relief position of Cleaner at
Denison State School.
Daily duties include but not limited to: Collecting and emptying
rubbish bins, cleaning toilets, vacuuming, mopping, wiping down
desks, chairs, windows, whiteboards etc. Applicants must hold a
current Paid Blue Card and be willing to undergo a Criminal
History Check.
Application Process
Please apply by submitting your resume and a one page written
response addressing the three criteria below with contact details
for two Referees to the Business Manager, Denison State School
via email admin@denisonss.eq.edu.au.
Applications close 1st April, 2021.
Within the context of the role described above, the ideal applicant
will be someone who has the following key capabilities:
• Supports Strategic Direction
Ability to understand the work environment by, learning quickly to
use and maintain, cleaning equipment, materials and chemical
supplies.
• Achieves Results
Capability to apply Workplace Health and Safety standards,
especially in the use and application of cleaning equipment and
materials.
• Displays personal drive and integrity
Awareness of the need for security in relation to rooms and
buildings, property and equipment.
Please direct any enquiries to Paula Long (BM) via
plong23@eq.edu.au or (07) 4980 733.

ABSENT TEXT ….
All absences are to be sent to the school via
SMS—0426 305 726
This is the only site directly checked by admin.

